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The CHIEF SECRETARY: This Bill
proposes to remove from the Act the words,
&&shall be a British subject and" so
that any- competent or suitable per-
Son, whether a British subject or not, may
apply for a certificate and act as an engine-
driver or otherwise wider the provisions of
the Act. This is necessary to enable,
amongst others, certain American citizens
who are ex-Servicemen and now resident in
this State and who have the necessary
qualifications to pass this examination, to
be permitted to apply for a certificate ana
sit for the examination. There may also be
citizens of other nations. The point is that
so long as they have suitable qualifications,
are proper persons and can pass the pre-
scribed examination, they should be per-
mitted to hold a certificate,

Ron. A. H. Panton: They are expected
to be Able to understand and speak the
language, I suppose.

3Mr. Reynolds: Would they be natural-
ised?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No. That
would not be reasonahic. A residential
qualification of fi'e years is necessary be-
fore any foreign subject can. become
naturalised. That, of course, would pre-
vent any American citizen, or ex-Service-
man, who now wishes to make hbis home in
this State, from applying for a certficate.
It might he said that in the 1004 Act7 which
operated in this State prior to the 1922
measure, there was no such provision, so
that any person having the necessary
qualifications, was entitled to hold a eryti-
ficate to act in the capacity of enginedriver,
or otherwise, as specified by the Act. This
Bill is considered necessary, because it is
only reasonable, if we are to encourage
American citizens, or suitable people from
other parts of the world, to come and re-
side in this State, that they should have
the right to earn their livelihood by the
occupation or profession in which they ore
most competent.

Rona. J. B. Sleenian: You mean to say,
they did not need to have a certificate prior
to 1904.

The CHIEF SEMfETARY: No, they
did not have to be British subjects to ob-
tain one. I move--

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Onl motion by Mr. Marshall, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.23 p.m.
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The P RESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

MOTION-ELECTRICITY ACT.
To Di .sallowo Radio Workers' Regulations.

Debate resumed from the previous day
on the following motion by Hh)n. A.
Thomson:

That Regulations Nos. 113, 117, 118, 119,
12 3, 124, 129, [30, 131, 132, 133, 139 and 142
made ulr~r thle Electricity Act, 19451, as pub.
lished in the 'C overninent Gazette'' of tile
27th June, 1947, and laid on the Table of
the House on the 5th August, 1947, be and
are herehy disallowed.

HON. A. L. LOTON (South-East) [4.36)]
I rise to support Mr. Thomson's motion
to disallow these regulations dealing with
radio-workers. It has been stated that
these regulations have been in force and
that the matter is now brought here be-
cause the regulations are coming under the
control of the Electricity Commission, but
that is not right. I will quote a statement
made by the chairman of the Radio
Traders' Association, Mr. F. D. Beam es,
at the 18th annual general meeting of that
body. He Said-

By far the most important episode this year
was the introduction of legislation under the
State Electricity Act, making it necessary for
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radio workers to be licensed by qualification.
Without doubt, this must have a beneficial
effect on radio servicing, as we have seen too
much of tine inefficiency of the part-time back-
yarder. Apart from the traders' viewpoint,
it will prevent further exploitation of the pub-
lie by unskilled operators. The first of the
licenses have been issued by the State Elec-
tricity Commission and those who are as yet
unqualified will shortly have opportunity of
sitting at examinations.

Further to that, in the schedule of the
Electricity Act, under the regulations
printed in 1937, there is no mention of
radio workers, so I say this is a new sec-
tion, and once again I protest at the set-
ting up of a board for one purpose, to
protect tbose that are alrenidy in the in-
dustry.

Ron. E. I. Gray: What about the pub-
lie

Hon. A. L. LOTON: That is only a catch
cry. We have protection for the public in
these regulations.- We see, in Regulation
115, that-

The functions of the board shall include the
examination of applications for licenses with-
out examination.
and, secondly,

The examination of nil persons who are re-
quired to sit for any examination prescribed
by or under this Part.

I take it that under those two qualifica-
tions the board has the right to grant a
license without examination. There is no
other interpretation that can be placed on
it. Why should it be necessary for one man
to sit for an exanination while another
man is not required to sit? Is it at per-
haps the will of another inner circleV The
Minister yesterday gave us some informa-
tion about the inner circle of these radio
people.

'he Minister for Mlines: I dealt with pro-
jectionists yesterday.

Hon. A. L. LOTON:- I said radio people,
ill of whomn could be controlled by an
aner 'circle, if so desired. No provision
q made under these reg-ulations to permit

)fan ex-Serviceman coming in as a special
-oneession. There is no mention of the
iumber of meetings the hoard shall hold
inch year. I should say that the more meet-,
nkgs it holds, the more pay there will be
.or members of the board. Regulation 116
ceads-

There shal h Ue paid to each member of the
ioard the sumi of one guinea per sitting, and

such travelling and other expenses as the Con-
mission may deem necessary.

So, the more sittings, the more income for
members of the board. Regulation 120
begins-

Evsery radio serviceman, general serviceman
or beach assembler who passes the examina-
tion or has otherwise satisfied the board of
his qualifications, etc.

There we come again to the question of the
broard being able to pick and choose who
is going to be granted a license. Let us
make it fair to all end insist upon all
these workers having a knowledge of the
safety regulations. I have no objection to

-their being required to have & knowledge
of safety regulations, but I am opposed to
one man being granted a license by inter-
view while another has to obtain it by ex-
amination.I

Hon, L. B. Bolton: Suippose a duly quali-
fied man came here from another State,
would he have to sit before this board?

Hon. A. Thomson: Yes,

Ron, A. L. LOTON: According to the
regulations, he would have to sit.

Hon. G. Fraser: The board could accept
him.

Hion. A. L. LOTON: Why should it?

The PRESIDENT: Order! Mr. Loton
will proceed.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: You can argue that
out presently.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The bon.
member will address the Chair.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: The effect of the
radio work-era' regulations is to make a
very close preserve for those men who are
already in the buisiness. Regulation 124
states-I

No person shall be issued with a radio ser-
viceman 's, genieral serviceman's, workshop ser-
vicoman's or bench *asscmibterjs license or he
eligible to sit for examnation after period of
twelve months from the gaizettal of these regu-
lations unless such~ person submits documient-
ary or other evidence to the satisfaction of
the board that lie hans hand five years' experience
in the radio trade in the section or sections
to which these regulations apply.

Hon. A. Thomson: That would be very
helpful to the men who went away and
fought for us.I

Eton. A. L. LQTON: Yes, and very en-
couraging to those who have worked in
backyards in -m endenvour to learn some-
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thing about electricity in the hope of put-
ting the knowledge thus gained to useful
purposes. Those men, too, will find them-
selves barred by the regulation.

Hon. G. Fraser : It is very well to put
men in at 18. That will help the ex-Ser-
vicemnen!

Hon. A. L. LOTON: They were taken
into the Forces at i8. The hon. member can
make cases to suit his particular need. I
know that on both sides of the House there
is opposition to these regulations, and I
regret that'I did not move to disallow the
whole of thenm.

HON. H. TUCKS! (South-West) [4.45]:
1 am quite satisfied that the regulations
do provide for very difficult examinations
being passed before a radio worker can Aob-

tain a license. If the regulations were Care-
fully. examined, I believe they could be
improved to such an extent as to serve the
Electricity Commission and the men affected
by them. One thing I am satisfied of* is
that if these reguhktions applied to the
metropolitan area alone, it would not be
quite so bad. If members representing the
metropolitan area are satisfied that the
regulations ire fair and proper, it -would be
their responsibility if they did not prove
to he satisfactory. However, they are not
what we want in the rural areas.

In the country we have a number of radio
workers who do jobbring repairs, and I
venture to say that probably not one of
them would be able to pass the' examina-
tions. These men, however, are serving a
very useful purpose in the country, and I
have not heard any complaint of their
doing damage to plant or creating danger
to public property. If all the men concerned
knew that these regulations were to
become law, we would have had many com-
platints from all parts of the country. I
could mention a few towns where men, of
whom I have personal knowledge, do this
sort of work, and I know that they do it
efficiently and at a reasonable cost.

What is going to be the upshot if these
regulations become Jaw? It will mean that
the people in the country districts will have
to send their repairs to the large shops in
Perth, which I know can make mistakes in
carrying out work on radios. I had two
experiences of sending electrical units to
Perth for repairs and they were Dot any-

thing like 100 per cent, when they we
returned to me. They had to be sent bai
to ]Perth for further inspection and event
ally the faults were remedied. Because
man holds a license, it does not necessari
follow that he can immediately detect
electrical fault in a wireless set or othi
electrical machine,

The men in the country might reasonab'
he allowed to continue the work they a
doing, These restrictions should not I
put in their way to hamper them. The regi
lations are unfair. What the Governmei
should do is to have them altered. I pi
a suggestion to the Minister last nigi
that, if the debate were adjourned and a
investigation were made, it -would be all I
the good. I merely wish to vote accordir
to my judgment and to do the fair thing h
the great majority of the people. If thel
is one thing we have been desiring for
long tine, it is to get away from so man
controls.' We are constantly complainiin
of all the controls, but if we are going I
disregard the passing of regulations of tb
sort when there arc so many coxaplainI
about them, all I &an say is that we ougi
to admit that we are prepared to submit
control.

No-one would suggest for a moment th,
there is anything savouring of Comunnisi
in the regulations, but if we are not drif
ing into that condition by tolerating moi
control, we shall really be approaching whE
is happening in other parts of the word
We ought to give 'due consideration to tb
nmany complaints that have beena voiced b
people of experience, people engaged
the industry. Their complainte, should I~
heeded and they should be given a fai
hearing. In the circumstances, I am houn
to support the motion.

HON. 0. BENNETTS (South) [4.50]:
do not intend to delay the House very Ion
on this question but I shall speak wit
somo practical knowledge of what bapPer
in the ra1dio business, Towards the lath(
end of the war I had, in Kalgoorlie, a v'er
valuable set with an electric pick-up attacl
]nent. The set was worth £75. The pn(
gxymmes began to fade away at differei
hours of the day and I had to obtain tE
services of one of the so-called radio me
who, were just makeshifts during. the wa
The set was taken to the firm, which ha
it for a week. During that period I had t1
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use of a set belonging to one of my sons-in-
law, but that behaved in the same wanner
as the other.

While my set was at the workshop of
the radio firm, they took it to pieces and
the parts were on the beach; but they could
not find anything wrong with it. It was
returned to the house but was again useless.
A-bout two wonths after that they had an-
other wireless mechanic and he took the set
home. The same thing happened again;
be could not find anything wrong. He re-
piaced the existing valves with new ones.
I got hold of the valves that had b~een taken
out and had been checked up and they were
100 per cent, satisfactory.

I did not pay for the blunders made on my
wireless set on two occasions. I have not
paid from that day to this for the over-
haul. Those two men who went to, my
house to cheek up my wireless set knew
aothing about electricity. I got the electri-
,al engineer of the Kalgoorlie Municipal
Douneil to inspect the wiring of the place
rnd found out that the wiring of the heat
!ircuit was at fault; hut the radio men were
iot able to detect that.

Hion. A. Thomson: They had your set
,oing in their shop.

Hon. . BENINETTS: It went satis-
.actorily there. They said the valves were
it fault and removed them in order to instal
icy ones. I suppose they thought I was
tbit of a maug. The engineer told me that

f they had known anything they would
have immediately found that the fault lay in
he wiring, at the house.

Hon. A. L, Loton: That is not radio work.

Hon. G-. I3ENNETTS: In my opinion a
aan doing that sort of wvork should know
umething about electricity. Those men
hould understand the effect of the cur-
eat going into my machine. They
hould have known that an A.C. set would
iot take D.C. I had matters adjusted
nd the trouble was overcome. Then I
rought my set to Perth 12 months ago. , I
ad had it thoroughly overhauled by a corn-
etent mechaniu in Kalgoorlie, but the vibra-
on of the train had put the set out of
rider by the, time it arrived at Nedlands.

went to a firm on the door of whose
remises were the words "radio mechanic?,
at it is not possible to tell whether these
ien arc radio mechanics or not. T consider

they should wear distinguishing badges or
possess certificates.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Is he a member of the
associationI

Hon. G. BENNETTS, I do not know.
When he came to my house to fix the set
he brought a screwdriver 12 inches long and
that was all thc equipment he had. I could
se I had another mug in the joint.

Hon. H. L. Roche: You must attract
them!I

Hon. G. hENNETTS: He threw out the
automatic gear and ws trying to adjust
that, but he knew no more about it than
a kid of two years, so I said, "You had better
leave that alone. I can arrange the adjust-
ment on that myself." So then I went to the
Xreisler firm. 'I was disposing of my home
at the time and had to get the set fired
immediately. The -man at the shop told
me that all the work was done on the
premises and guaranteed. For them to go
out and attend to sets was a different thing,
but as I wvas going to Kalgoorlie and wanted
to get rid of the machine straight away, he
would have it overhauled. s He was only
there for ten minutes and at the end of that
time hail it in 100 per cent. good order.
That is the difference between qualified men
and these so-called mechanics.

I consider that all radio mechanics should
go through a course of training because this
is not the sort of thing that any person
can handle. It has to do with electricity,
which is very important. To attend to
wireless sets of today needs considerable
knowledge. Nobody can tell me that any
man can fix uip a set without being qualified.
He may know a little about the ordinary
work of wireless, but he must know a certain
amount also about electricity. A fairly
high rate is charged for this sort of work
and people are entitled to the services of
a proper tradesman. These men should
undergo proper examination and be fully
qualifid. We cannot do without regula-
tions to ensure that the best training is
given an-d these regulations should be put.
into effect.

HON. H. L. BOCfl (South-East)
[4.551]- I cannot understand the enthusiasm
of the Government for making this particu-
lar industry-if it can be called such-a close
preserve for those already engaged in it.
There may be-I am not. prepared to con-
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cede there is-something to be said for the
introduction of such regulations to govern
the industry in the larger centres of popula-
tion, but I can see nothing to commend it in
the country. I know in my own district a
man who seems to be doing the best work
on radios, but he is one who taught him-
self. I1 do not think he would have d pos-
sible chance of, passing any examinations,
but I can quite foresee that with the appli-
cation of these regulations he will not be
allowed to practise.

Even if he is, the regulations will hang
and bolt the door for all time, so far as
I can understand them, against any man
with a practical aptitude for this sort of
work, unless he can find the opportunity
to study and pass theoretical and text-book
examinations. In those circumstances, as I
very rarely have much enthusiasm for pro-
posals such as this to create a close preserve
for folk with vested interests in an industry,
and also because I anm quite certain the
regulations will militate against the best in-
terests of people in the country districts,
I hope the House will carry the motion for
disallowance. It will at least give the Minis-
ter an opportunity to take a longer look at
the regulations and possibly introduce some-
thing more in accordance with the feelings
of those who have spoken on the matter.

HON. W. JT. MANN (South-West) [4.58]:
I listened attentively to Mr. Thomson 'who
introduced this motion for disallowance and
also to the Minister. I do not wish to cast
a silent vote, but desire to say that it ap-
pears to me that in these regulations there
may be avenues -through which some per-
sons mnay be disadvantaged who should
be protected. At the same time, we cannot
do without regulations in practically every
industry and in connection with every Act.
A mistake has been made by the people con-
cerned, in that they did not approach the
Government and point out at the earliest
opportunity the provisions they felt were
against their best interests.

Hon. L. Craig: That is right; that is tho
thing.

Hon. W. J. MA-NN: If they had done so,
I think the Government would have met
them. Had the" Government refused to do
so or to consider their representations in
any way, I would not have had any hesita-
tion in supporting the motion. I do not

like the idea of moving for the disallowan
-of the regulations in the circumstances I
-cause they cover a wide range. Many
them have been quoted. Some of t
regulations are merely machinery ai
-are absolutely necessary. I know it
possible in certain circumstances f
people to he penalised at eraminatior
hut in the great majority of cases the exam
nations are properly conducted. The fir
figures quoted in connection with some
the examinations were a little astonishin
but the later figures quoted showed a di
ferent result altogether. I would be i
clined to support, if I could, the suggesti(
of Mr. 'Puckey that the matter be givi
farther consideration. If this motion has
go to a vote, I shall have to record mb
against the disallowance.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [5.
Mr. Mann has struck the right note. A Coy
mission has been appointed and it has
tremendous job to do. Almost before
has commenced work we are asked to stultiJ
its efforts by disallowing a swarm of reg
lations. It has been difficult enough fi
the Commission to get going. Undoubted
reg-ulations will be framed that will can
'hardship to some people. That is inevitabl

Hon. A. Thomson: Did the Commnsiss
frame the regulations?3

Hou. L. CRAIG: It is responsible fi
them. They have to be tried out. on
by trial and error can we find the anomali,
and the difficulties that will be created.

Ron. ItT. L. Roche: How would you alt
them'3

Hon. L. CRAIG: By approaching tI
Minister and saying, "These regulations a.
detrimiental; will you have them altered'
That is the step to take. I agree with B1
Tuckey that there are people in the counti
who are not highly trained but are doir
good service in maintaining radio sets. IN
must not be satisfied with second-rate. peop
but must have the best. The Minister hi
'said that the standard in Western Austral
is considerably below that prevailing
the Eastern States, even now. The di
-allowance of these regulations will r
duce the standard still further. 'IS
mu 4  not be satisfied with that. The stani
ard of our skilled men from the Tjniversil
is equal to anything in the world. If
man qualifies with a degree from the Wee
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era Australian University, then he has the
highest award in Australia. I believe the
qualifications are acceptable almost any-
where.

We must not be satisfied with inferior
electrical workers because our standard of
training is lower, We should try out these
regulations. I do not think the Government
will enforce them all immediately if they
are going to create hardship or be detri-
mnental to any people working under them.
it would be at great mistake for the hoard
to give certiflicates to those who are not
fully qualified. 'We nmust have wveil trained
men of whoma we can he proud. I am sure
the Gov-ernmnent will revise any regulation
that causes hardship to anyone. I intend
to vote in favour of the Government. It
has only recently appointed the board. Do
not let us stultify it too readily. Let uas
give the board an opportunity to prove
itself because it has at most difficult job
to do.

HON. G. FRASER. (WVest) [5.6]: J also
intend to support the Government. M.~y
attitudIe is that these regulations were dvawvn
up by experts, the officers of the Electricity
iDeinimlent. 'No-one else would have
attemipted to) draw them) tup-, if it had been
otherwsise, the 'Minister would not have
accepted them. They must come from the
officials appointed to tile Electricity Com-
inission. Those aiY the people who framed
the regulantions, and it is only right we
s;hould givec themn a trial. The only op-
position we know of has come from men
who tirc unlicensed, those who have not
s atisfied the powers that be that they pos-
sess the qualifications necessary to pa~s an
examination. The only note that has been
struck during the debate was one that eon-
c-erned Ibe type of examination. If these
regulations are disallowed, what method wil
he adopted whereby these men can obtain
licenses? The only way for them is to
pass an examination.

Hon. H. Tuekey: Have you read the ex-
ainination papers?

Hon. G. FRASER: These regulations set
forth that certain examinations have to he
Passed before a man can obtain a certificate.
IF the regulations are disallowed, by what
means, are the authorities. to determine to
whom certificates shall be granted?

lion. A. Thomson: You could have Some-
thing more acceptable than some of these
papers.

lion. O. FRtASER. If the regulations, are
dis~oed beaue'they provide Tor the

holding of examinations, others will have
to be drafted giving power to set papers)
-ad we would get back to where we started.
I1t has not been said that the desire i3 to
ubolish exKaminations.

lionL. fi, Tuckey: No-one has asked for
that.

hon. U. FRASER: Then why disallowr
these regulations, which provide that ex-
atninations shall be held" The point raised
by Mr. Tuckey and others is not that ani
examination should not be hield but that it
Should not be SO harsh. In order to arrive
at thme dvesired. position, it is not neeisary to
disallow the regulations. Let usN do what
has alreaid Y been Suggested, iiamely, ap-
proaich the Government, the M1inister, or the
board that has been appointed concerning
the harshness of the examinations. They
aire reasonable pen who will listen to
any good ease that is put Ill). It it can
he established that the examinations aire
held iii siects a ktnwlede of wic-icli is
not req-uired lbv those who desire to hb' radio
niechanics, I am sure the plea w-ill be listened
to. If it i5, found that the exaluiinationsare
too difficult then, if they are made easier, we*
-hall1 lie low-erinz the standard, anid that

wyould be a dangerous thing to do. T would
take more notice of the hoard with regard
to the maintenance of the requiisile standard
than T would of the request- hi- those who
cannot pass the -examination.

Hon. H. Tuekey: Have you read the
exatmination papers

Ron.' G. FRASER: I am tnt concerned
about them. The boaird states that the
examinations that have been set ame neces-
ary so that the, Person who qualifies can

show that he has sufficient knowledge to en-
title him to a certificate. It is true that the
standard in this Stnte is belowv what it is
anywvhere else, and that a radio mecanic
from Western Australia would not be ac-
cepteri for employment in the profession iii
,South Australia orm Victoria.

Hon. A. Thomson; How do yon know?

Hon. G-. FRASER: I know it is a fact
laemise I have matde my own inquirie&
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uIon, IT. L. Roehe: Where did you make
the inquiries",

ion. G. FRASER: I know that the in-
formation given to me is correct. The
Minister has said the same thing. If we
provide for a certificate that willt not be
accepted elsewhere, what are we to do" We
should raise the standard here high eniough
so that those who are certified wil be ac-
ceptable anywhere they go.

lion, H. Tuckey: You are guessing now.

Iron. G. FRASER: I am not guessing.
That is the true position. Apparently some
members think the examinations are too
harsh, but at the moment we are debating
-wheiher or not examinations shall be held.
If it is considered that t 'he questions arc
too bard, we should put a case up to the
prop~er authorities, I feel sure they would
listen attentively and if the case were a
good one they would take notice of it. I
oppose the motion.

THE MIMSTER PoR BmNs (Hon. H.
R, W. Parker-Metropolitan-Suburban)
[5.101: I received a deputation from the
Radio Traders' Association and the Radio
Techlnicians' Association and other persons
representing it, and went into this question
very fully. It wasi pointed out to me that the
regulations were necessary for the protection
of the public.

Hon. A. Thomson: Rather more to protect
some of those people.

lion. A. [L. Loton: To protect some al-
ready in the industry.

The -MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
here to protect the public. Most of these
machines arc operated on a voltage of 250.,
If any ignorance is displayed, possibly the
whole set becomes alive.

ion. A. Thomson: Are you speaking of
radio sets.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
speaking only of radios. It is also suggested
that the fuse can be blown. I regret to say
that that is not so. I myself have had a
shock, hut no fuse was blown. There is an-
other aspect that is typical of the point
mentioned by Mr. Bennctts. A man may
have a valuable machbine and go to a person
over whose door is the plate "rudio expert."
it is thought that that expert is capable of
attending to the machine. In many in-
stances machines have been seat uip from the

country for repair because they have been
practically ruined by some persion who bus
claimed to he qualified.

It is 8Usted that this is a close cor-
])oratioI]. That is said about every occupa-
tion requiiring an examination. For that
reason, it has been said that solicitors form
a close corporation. These examinations arc
Field not for the purpose of bringing about
any close corporation. They are for the
purpose, first, of safety and, secondly, for
the protection of the public against person,-
who consider themselves to be qualified but
are not. If a person is capable and efficient,

-lie does not require to be examined. I 'will
read Regulation 120, the disallowance of
whichijs not sought:

Every radio servicemniu, general SLerViCenina
or bench assemibler who P2sSELS an1 examfinationL
or has otherwise atislierl the board of his
qualifications shiall ton payment Of the p~r-
senibed fee be issuied withi a License on Formt
S.E.C. 31 in the appendix hereto.

Form, :14 is as follows:-
RADIO WORKER 'S LICENSE.

No..........
M r_ ............... of ................
(whose signature appears in the miargin
hereof) is hereby licensed to perform, carr y
out or engage in the class of radio work here.
Under deibed, throughout the State of 'West-
era Australia, subject to suchi conditions and
stipulations as may lie enrdorsed fiercund ;

'[his license is issued, subject to the provisiown
of the. Electricity Act Regulations, 1947, loy
the Radio Workers' Board oni the ....... da '
of................1D..., and expires onl the
31st day of Deecember, 19..

Conditions and stipulations uadrr which this
license is issued:-

Issuedl oil behalf of the Hoard.

('ihinin, Radio Workers' Board.

Secretaryv.
Issue fee paid, 7s. 6d.

lion. A. L. Loton;- Why dloes one man
have to pass an examination while an-
other c-an get his, certificate without an ex-
aniiation ?

Hon. G4. Fraser:' Because one man has
the necessary knowledge.

The MINIS11TER FOR MINES: For the
very reaison that it is asked that these regu-
lati ons shall not lie allowed-that there
shall iie no close corporation. It is that
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those who are qualified will -be permitted
to secure a licese entitling them to work,
once they demonstrate that they are cap-
able of doing what is required.

Hon. 0. Bennetts: That will be work for
returned soldiers.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Or for
anyone demonstrating his capacity to do
the work, and that applies especially in the
country districts. Then there is Regula-
tion 117 which applies to radio workers and
reads-

Application to be examined unider this Part
shall be made on Form No. 21 in the Appendix
hereto. The examination shall consist of a
general knowledge of the section or sections
appropriate to the license of which the appli-
cant has made application, and in the cases of
applications for licenses for radio servicemnen,
general servicemen, workshop servicemen, and]
benceh assemblers, a knowledge of the safety
principles of electricity.

Surely we could not have a lesser examina-
tion than that with regard to those who
will be dealing with what might be very
dangerous instruments. All that is -re-
quired is that the examination shall deal
with subjects and general knowledge ap-
propriate to the holder of a license under
this Act. This has nothing whatever to do
with the examination papers that have been
laid on the Table of the House, which con-
cern cinematograph operators. Person-
ally, I thinik these regulations should remain
in force and that the motion should be re-
jected. First of all, we are asked to dis-
allow regulations, the effect of which action
will be that no-one need have any know-
ledge regarding a valuable piece of mechafi-
ism or electrical appliance such as a radio.

Hion. A. Thomson: That is not correct.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
what the hon. member suggests. He is asking
for the d iisallowance of regulations deal-
ing with the examinations.

Hon. A. Thomson: Quote the full con-
text and not merely a part.

The MINISTER FOR MINES; I have
rend the regulations. The hon. member
suggests that we should strike out the regu-
lation that sets out that the Commission
may at any time remove a member of the
board. Surely that is a wise precaution.
If a mepmber of the board has not acted cor-
rectly, he should be removed and, of course,
we must assume that the members of the

Commission wvill themselves act correctly.
The next regulation that is sought to be
disallowed is No. 118 which sets out--

The examination for a radio worker's licenise
may, at the discretion of the board, consist of
written, practical and oral tests of such nature
and scope as the board considers necessary.

Then there is Regulation 119, which pro-
vides that examinations shall be held at
such times and places and under such con-
ditions as the board may direct. We are
not asked to disallowv the next regulation
which provides-

Every radio serviceman, genera] serviceman
or bench assembler who passe. the examination
or has otherwise satisfied the board of his
qualificationis, shall, on the payment of the
prescribed fee, ho issued with a license of. -

On the other hand we are asked to strike
out Regulation 123 which reads--

A license shall not be issuied to any junior
in contravention of any industrial award.

It does not ]natter very much whether that
regulation is disallowed or not.

Hon. A. Thomson: X~ that is so, why is
iincluded?

The MINISTER FOR MINE&: It is
merely a warning. It conveys an intima-
tion to people that they must take into
consideration the appropriate industrial
awards and tells them that they cannot do
certain things. Then we have Regulation
124 which reads-

No person shall be issued with a radio ser-
viceman 's, general servicemnan 's, workshop ser-
vicemia's or bench assembler's license or be
eligible to sit for exainiation after periodl of
twelve months fromn the gazettal of these regu-
lations unless such person submits document-
ary or ether evidence to the satisfaction of the
hoard that he has had five years' experience in
the radio traide in the section or sections to
which these regulations aqpply.

Hon. A. Thomson: You will give re-
turned soldiers a wonderful opportunity
under that regulation.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No; that
consideration will be given to them under
Regulation 120, which enables applicants to
satisfy the board of their qualifications and
to be issued with a license.

Hon. L. A. Logan: The object is to pre-
vent anyone else from coming into the trade.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That re-
mark is rather foolish, because the trade
must be kept up. A muan does not Thave
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to pass an examination in order to be per-
mitted to work. I am afraid some members
have not read the regulations. We find
that Regulation 129, the disallowance of
which is sought, provides-

The hoard may endorse any license or per-
mit confining the validity of such license or
permit to any particular area or place and
endorse the license or permit with any other
restrictions it may consider necessary.

Obviously the object of that provision is to
protect the public, but it will enable the
board to give a restricted license to a person
in a country town, for instance, to enable
him to do work while not allowing him to
set himself up as a fully-qualified mechanic.
Then there is Regulation 180, which the hon.
member desires to be disallowed. It pro-
vides that every application for a radio
worker's license shall be made on the pre-
scribed forms and upon payment of certain
fees. I do- not think the fees specified are
very high, hut there it is purely a matter
of opinion. I think it quite remarkable
that any suggestion should be made that
Regulation 131 should be struck out seeing
that it reads as follows:-

The license of any radio worker may be
suspended or revolked by the board if-

(a) Such license has been obtained by,
fraud or misrepresentation- or

(b) if the licensee has been convicted of
any offence against the Electricity
Act Regulations.

That regulation is permissive; it sets out
that the board "may." Surely that is a
proper provision. Next we come to Regula-
tion 132, which reads-

Before suspending or revoking any license
the board shall cause to be sent to the holder
thereof by regiqtered letter a statement of the
elinrgns. and afford him an opportunity to give
an explanation personally or in writing. No
person whose license has been suspended shanll
carry, out any radio servicing or assembling
during the period of such suspension.

Hon. . Fraser: And they want to cut
that out!

The MINISTER FOR NUNES: Yes.
That reirulation concludes-

Every person whose license has been revoked
Phall forward his license to the board Within
14 days of such revocation.

Then there is Regulation 138, which sets
out-

The board may refuse to grant or renew
any license. Any person to whom a license has

not been granted, or to whom a renewal of a
license has been refused, may appeal to the
Commission.I

Is that not quite all right? Furthermore,
Regulation 139 sets out-

Any person who produces evidence satisfac-
tory to the board of having been registered
or licensed as a radio worker by any State
authority in any other State of the Common-
wealth of Australia may be licensed under this
Part, provided that the standard of training
and examination prescribed by such authority
is in the opinion of the board equivalent to
thj standard prescribed under this Part.

There is a lot more in that particular regu-
lation, but I need not mead it to menmbers.
They will see what provision is made with
regard to licenses. Then there is Rfegulation
142, which permits the board to appoint
any recognised institution or association
that carries out examinations for proficiency
certificates for radio workers, to conduct
examinations or supplementary examinations
for the ' board under conditions and terms
to be arranged.

Hon. A. Thomson: Who conducts such
examinations at the moment?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I regret
that I cannot inforim the hon. member on
that point because I do not know who the
individuals are. Dealing with the matter
generally, I certainly consider these regu-
lations that are sought to be disallowed are
quite reasonable, quite satisfactory and
quite necessary.

HON. J. A. DIIOIITT (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.25] : To my mind, a great
deal of extraneous matter has been imparted
into the debate on the motion for the dis-
allowance of these regulations. The question
seems to me to resolve itself into something
quite simple. I would put it this wvay: If
these regulations are allowed to remain,
there is no guarantee that the anomalies, the
inequalities and the injustices that have
been mentioned will be considered.

Hon. A- L. Loton: That is the point.

Hon. J. A. DTMMITT: On the other
hand, if they are disallowed the Commission
will be compelled to replace them with new
regulations. That will give the aggrieved
persons an opportunity to bring before the
Commission particulars respecting the an-
omalies that they say exist. They can pre-
sent their ease with a view to the considera-
tion of their difficulties by the Commission.
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F or those reason;, I intend to support the
motion for disallowance of the regulations.

On motion by Ron. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

MOTION-ELECTRICITY ACT.
To Disallow Supply Authorities' Registra-

tion Fees Regulation.

Debate resumed from the previous dlay on
the following motion by Hon. IF. E. Gib-
so:-

That Reghlatioa No. 278, made under the
Electricity Act, 1945, as published in the
"Government Unsette'' of the 27th June, 1947,
and laid on the Table of the House on the 5th
August, 1947, be and is hereby disallowed.

THE MINISTER FOR MINE (HoD. Hf.
S. W. Parker-Metropolitan-Suburban)
[5.20]:- I am instructed by the Electricity
Commission that there is no objection to the
disallowance of this regulation because the
intention is- to alter it.

Ron. A. L. Loton: Then they can make
mistakes!I

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I suppose
the members of the Commission can make
mistakes, hut probably not so many as some
other people.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Perhaps they have more
brains.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Some
make silent mistakes. The board proposes to
alter the minimum figure of £5 and the maxi-
mum figure of £.1,000.

Question put and passed;y the motion
areed to.

MOTION-ELECTRICI7Y ACT.
To Disallow Cinematographb Operators'

Regulations.-

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the following motion by Hon. A. L. Loton:

That Regrulations Nos. 7], 78, 80, 82, 86, 89,
103, 104 and 162, made under the Electricity
Act, 1945, as published in the ''Government
Gazette" of the 27th June, 1947, and laid
on the Table of the House en the 5th August,
J947, he and arc hereby disall]owed.

HON. R. J. BOYLEN (South) [5.27]:-
I oppose the motion to disallow the regula-
tions as suggested by Mr. Lotonk. I consider
that, with their rejection, the pu-blic would
have virtually no protection and the Elee-

tricity Commission would be deprived of the
services of a board that enforces the applica-
tion of these regulations. Further, there
would be Do inducement for able men to
operate. It would mean that for men enter-
ing t he trade or profession there would be
no standard at all with regard to the com-
petency of those engaged in the work. The
main object of those desir~ous of securing such
a departure is to make it easier for oper-
ators to qualify on the basis of a lower
standard, and that, would mean the admis-
sion of younger men with less sense of re-
sponsibility with regard to the handling of
films and equipment.

Those who are exphrieiiced in the in-
dustry realise the necessity for regulations
of this type. The film exchanges have a
clause in their contracts whereby a licensed
operator must be employed where their films
are handled. They are aware that it is neces-
sary to have a competent operator in charge
and they appreciate the improvement in the
capabilities of operators in recent years
when licensing and examinations have been
enforced. Hoyts, Metro-Goldwyn-%aycr,
Fuller's Theatres and the Western Electric
Co. are all in favour of the regulations and
have supported them wherever necessary.
The only section of thje industry to find fault
is the Suburban Exhibit6rs' Association.

Hon. A. *Thomson: Is it the same in the
country districts?

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: The opposition to
the regulations has come from the country
and suburban exhib4ors' associations.

Hon, A. Thomson: Are they not to be con-
sidered a little bit?

Hon. R. J. BOY LEN: I think the people
who patron ise picture shows should be con-
sidered a little mnore. At no time during
the war or since has any show been closed
nior has any man lost his job through the en-
forcement of these regulations. During the
war, the jobs were probably filled by men who
were less Competent, but the board made
allowances in those circumstances. Permits
were issued to men to carry on the industry
during- the years when the more competent
men were not available. South Australia,
Victoria and Tasmania all have regulations
which were sponsored and introduced by
Liberal Governments. Their regulations
are similar to those we are now considering.
The Commission at one time sought re-
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ciprocation with those States, hut was ad- sentative seconded, that at any future exami-
vised that until such time as the Western
Australian standard rose to the le~el of the
that. adopted in the other States, reciproca-
tion could not be considered.

A letter was received by the board from
South Australia on the 27th September last
year, stating that no person is licensed there
unless he passes the examination set by the
hoard of examiners. Apart from examina-
tions in electrical apparatus, projectors and
sound equipment, the applicant must pass
examinations in safety, first aid and fire-
fighting apparatus. South Australia stated
that it would be only too pleased to extend
the privilege of reciprocity to this State
when it considered that our State's stand-
Ard was as high as its own.

The saine application was made to the
Victorian board, and on the 27th August
of last year', Victoria replied in terms sti-
lar to tho-- of South Australia. The Vic-
torian board said that it had reciprocity
with South Australia and enclosed a copy
of one of its examination papers, which,"
by comparison with ours, showed that the
Victorian standard was very much higher.
Victoria Also wvould be pleased to extend
reciprocity to this State on being satisfied
that our, standard was As high as that which
existed in Victoria. The poor examination
results during the war Years were due
mainly to the type of person available at
that time. They wecre substituting for the
permanent operators, who had joined the*
Forces.

The results of the latest examinations show
a definite improlvement. This has been
brought about by lectures given by qualified
operators and Technical College teachers.
Meetings have been held recently between
the Commission and the Technical College
representatives of the Commission and the
Technical College, and as a result arrange-
ments have been mode for a two-year course
to be conducted at the college. At a meet-
ing to discuss training held betweea the
Technical College representative and the
board the employers' representative stated
that the standard of presentation of enter-
tainmnent in the metropolitan area was very
low, even in the city itself.

At a full meeting of
1st July of this year,
sentative moved, and

thc board held
the employers'
the employees'

on the
repre-
rep re-

nations where permit-holders are sitting, they
be advised that in the event of their failing
the further issue of a permit would have
to be seriously considered by the board. The
fact that the motion was seconded by the
employees' representative shows that both
sections apipreciate the fact that the stand-
ard of examination must be high. In other
words, the board cannot be constantly grant-
ing permits to persons who are not prepared
to burn the midnight oil and, bring them-
selves up to the standard required by the
boardc.

Hon. A. Thomson: You just read what
wa~s done by the employers' representative
and the emploees' representative, and yet
we are told that these regulations were pre-
pared by the Commission.

Hoen. R, J. I3OYLEN: That is correct.

lHon. A. Thomson: So we have the em-
ployer and the employee working in close
co-operation.

Hon. R. J. ]3OYLEN: Now I shall quote
what Air. Thomson said. Speaking to the
regulation in which he wvas interested, he
said-

Operators are specialists in the particular
1branch of electrical science to which they Apply
their work.

I think that statement is very true. People
who qualify themnselves as cinematograph
operators are interested in a particular
branch of electrical science and it is neces-
sary that the public, tjie employers and the
film exchanges should be protected. There-
fore, these anen most qualify to a fairly high
standard. Mir. Thomson also said that his
attention had been drawn to the regulation
in which be was interested by people who
Were suffering disabilities under it. I con-
sider it also applies to other people who are
suffering disabilities, the public themselves,
who are expected to be made the scapegoat
in the event of things going wrong, so that
those interested can effect An economy which
is not justified in the circumstances.

Hon. A. Thomson: Whom are you quot-
ing now?

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: I quoted the hon.
member.

lion. A. Thomson: f did not know.
Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: If the hon. mem-

ber will look up his speech, he will find
that I quoted him correctly.
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Hon. A. Thomson: I viade a good speech.

Hon. RL. 3. BOYLE N: The disallowance
of these regulations would give no protec-
tion to returned soldiers. On the contrary,
it would affect qualified men who have been
discharged from the Services. It will
hamper people who, through no fault of
their own, have not had an opportunity of
qualifying. The two-year course has been
stressed. Personally, I consider that term
is rather short. Most trades and professions
require a four-year course, while many -re-
quire a five-year and six-year course. They
then apply to boards for registration before
being allowed to carry on their profession or
trade. That applies to the dental profession.
A university course is now required before
a person can enter that vocation. That
course was introduced only last year. It was
realised that a higher standard should be
set for the profession and consequently a
university course was arranged with a view
to obtaining reciprocity with the other States
of Australia and the British Bmpire. There
was no reciprocity before. There is no rea-
son why this industry should he excluded.

In the course of his remarks, Mr. Tuekey
said that candidates could not sit for the
examination until they were 21 years of age.
This statement is incorreet. A person under
21 years can sit for the examination, but
cannot be registered until he attains that
age, in the enint of his pr.ssing. He is able
to work under a qualified operator until hie
attains that ago and, -under certain condi-
tions, he is ranted a permit to eng-age in
the profession or trade, Mr, Tuekey also
said that a person engaged in this industry
must be a member of the union. The great
majority of candidates, probably 90 per
cent., I understand are members of union;,
but that is not a qualification neicssary to
enable them to sit for an examination. Any
person can sit for it.

Another statement by 'Mr. Tuckey was
that operators did not know where bad in-
stallations existed; but a qualified operator
ought to be able to know and to correct the
faults, It was also suggested that the presi-
dent of the union, who is, lecturer in me-
chanics, was not qualified. His qualifications
date back to 1921 and he has kept himself
up to date in accordance with the regula-
tions, which are being objected to.

Hon. A. L. Loton: He was automatically
re-licensed.

Hon. RL. J. BOYLEN: I do not think these
regulations were in force at the time he was
registered. He secured registration under the
regulations that existed in those days, That
was about 26 years ago. There aire three
examiners in all. They inspect all the
examination papers and the general remarks
are those of all three men. Thus the examni-
nations arc decided by them, and not hy one
of them only. The reason for not registering
a, person until he attains the age of 21 years
is at the board, as is the case in other
professi. ons, considers the responsibility too
great to be shouldered-by a person under
that age. It would not be fair either
to the candidate or to the public,
which would depend upon -his efficiency.
Thq board also makes it easy for the can-
didates.

lIt has been stated that the examinations
arc too difficult. Of course, those who fail
would make that complaint, although some-
times it is made by the successful candi-
dates. However, if the examinations were
made too easy it would lower the standard
of efficiency of the candidates. I have one
candidate in mind, and I am sure of
my facts. He has had seven permits
granted to him from March, 1942, to
the present time to enable him to
work as a cinematograph operator. He
has had numerous opportunities to
sit for examinations, but has sat on
only two occasions and both times he
failed. He has now been informed that
some delay must occur before he can again
attempt papers, as such papers as were to
he set for him have become common pro-
perty owing to Mr. Loton's request that
they he laid on the Table of the House.

The fees fixed for examinations are not
exorbitant; in most cases they are lower
than those fixed for other professions. The
fees are required to provide funds for ex-
penses associated with the examinations,
such as stationery, supervisors' fees and so
on. I do not think these fees can be
avoided, but in any ease I think the highest
charge is 5s, The only reason advanced
fof the disallowance of these regulations
is that employment may he provided for
youths and incompetent persons at cheap
wagmes, thereby endangering the lives and
the property of patrons of such theatres.

On motion by Hon. G. Fraser, debate ad-
journed.
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BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.

1, Western Australian Trotting Associa-
tion Act Amendment.

2, Economic Stability Act Amendment
(Continuance).

Received from the Assembly.

BILLS (3)-RETURNED.

1, Lotteries (Control) Act Amendment
(Continuance).

,

3,

Supreme Court Act Amendment. 6

Unclaimed Moneys Act Amendment.
Without amendment.

BILL-DRIED FRUI TS ACT. 1926,
RE-ENACTMENT.

Reports of' Committee adopted.

BILL-PUBLIC SERVICE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FPOR MINES (Hon. H.
S. W. Parker-Metropolitan-Suburban)
15.46] in moving the second reading- said:
This Bill, which has the full support of the
Public Servie Commissioner and the Civil
Service Association, seeks to repeal Sec-
tion M3 of the Public Service Act which
deals with the granting of long-service
leave. Under that section the Governor
may grant certain leave. He may'
grant long-service leave up to six
months oil full pay or twelve months
on half pay. The section is a rather
long one, and that is the general pur-
port of it. In its place it is proposed jo
give public servants the right-not being
merely a permissive one-to receive three
months' leave for every seven years of ser-
vice on the permanent staff and to give
temporary officers three months' leave for
the first ten years of service and three
months' for every seven years after that.

It is also proposed to provide facilities
to clear, as soon as possible, the large ac-
cumulation of overdue long-service leave
which has accrued to many civil servants
owing to war conditions wvhen they could
not be spared. It is also to authorise the
making of regulations covering lump sum
long-service leave payments on retirement.
It has n .ver been suggested that the Gov-
ernor would ever refuse to grant a public

servant the long-sejvice leave to which he
should or would be entitled, but neverthe-
less it is at present purely permissive. In
other words, it is in the bands of the
Government. It is thought better to give
to public serlfants the statutory right to
the leave.

According to the regulations, the quali-
fying period for long-service leave, apart
from that for the first seven years, com-
mences from the date of the officer's return
to duty after leave. This penalises any
officer who, through departmental or other-
reasons, cannot take leave when it becomes
due, as the time between the end of the
seven year period and the commencement
of leave is lost, so far as the qualifying
period for the next leave is concerned. The
most outstanding example relates to those
officers who, for various reasons, had to
remain 'at their posts during the war, and
who obviously could not take their leave
then. This was recognised by the previous
Government, wvhich declared that the period
between the 1st February, 1942, and the
1st February, 1.946 should not be lost to
officers as a qualification for the next leave.
Unfortunately, the Act was not amended to
make statutory this reasonalle and just de-
cision. But the omission will be rectified.
by this Bill.

With regard to temporary salaried offi-
cers who come within the scope of the Act,
there is at present no statutory provision
for them to be granted long-service leave;
there is only an agreement between the Gov-
ernment and the Civil Service Association.
During the war it became necessary to in-
crease greatly the number of temporary offi-
cers to take the place of the permanent
employees who enlisted. Postwar problems
and the shortage of applicants qualified to
enter the service on a permanent
basis required the retention of many
of these temporary officers, and it is
probable that their services will be needed
for some years. It is, therefore, rensonable
that their claims for long-service leave should
receive statutory recognition,.-and it is pro-
p~osed to place them on the same basis as
the wages employees in the Government
who receive threZ months' leave for the first
ten years of service and three months' for
each successive seven years.

Hon. G. Bennetts: How long does a tem-
porary man have to be employed before he
becomes permanentl I
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The MINISTER FOR MINES; Although
that has nothing to do with this Bill, I can
inform the hon. member that arrangements
-are being made so that they wvill be per-
mitted to become qualified. It is considered
that this differentiation between the re-
spective qualifying periods for permua-
nent and temporary employees is in
the best interests of the service. The Public
Service Commissioner is arranging for temi-
porary officeers, who so desire, to attend in-
structional classes to enable them to prepare
to take examinations to'qualify as permanent
officers.

It is felt that better conditions for per-
mnanent employees would be an inducement
to temporary officers to attain the educa-
tional standard necessary to qualify for per-
mianency. FTherp a temporary officer is ap-
pointed permanently, the proposed quali-
fying period for his first term of long-
service leave is 81/ years, at least 15 months
of which he must have served as a temporary
employee. This 8 Y-year period is recomn-
mended by the Public Service Commissioner
as a fair concession after examining the
service records of all previous temporary
employees who gained permanent status.

A problem that has been exercising the
minds of the Public Service Commissioner
and the permanent heads of departments,
is the clearing up of the long-service leave
that has accumulated owing to the exigencies
of the war and the postwar years. The
long-srvice leave yet to be taken totals
250 -years. It is not eonsidered that under
normal conditions an officer should go for
more than 14 iears without taking long-
service leave which, after all, is' for recua-
perative. purposes. The Bill, therefore,
provides that the Governor may approve
of an officer accumulating a maximum of
six months' leave only. But there is a pro-
viso 'by which he can get twelve months'
leave by going on half pay for the whole
period. Under certain circumistances an
officer may a 'ccumulate leave up to twelve
months. That applies to those who will have
six months' leave already owing to them at
the time of the proclamation of this enact-
ment or will have six months due to them
within five years of its proclamation.

The Public Service Commissioner states
that this proviso'will enable him to dispose
of the lag in long-servic a %vc and to re-

vert then to thel normal conditions of taking
leave when it is due, subject, of course to
departmental convenience. There are asoma
minor provisions in the Aill which allow
officers to take double the ]eave due on
half pay, or double portion of the leave on
half pay and the balance on full pay. They
also permit of lump sum. payments for leave
due at the date of retirement. 'Under the
Act, the period for long-service leave does
not commence until an officer has attained
the age of 18 years. Service prior to his'
reaching 18 does not count for the purpose
of long-service leave.

Mlembers may find some of the clauses a
little difficult to interpret, but I give my
assurance that they are included to meet
the purposes I have mentioned: There is
one other matter, and that is that in certain
circumstances an officer cannot get a pro-
portion of his long-service leave on retire-
ment or dismissal. If a person has been
employed for five years and is dismissed,
or re-signs, as has happened in the past,
be cannot get his proportion of long-service
leave. I commend the measure, and move-

That the Bill be now -read a second time.

On motion by Hon. E. H. Gray, debate
adjourned.

BILL-CROWN SUITS.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
S. W. Parker-Metropolitan-Suburban)
[5.55] in Moving the seCOn(% reading said:-
This is quite a short Bill, and it repeals
the Crown Suits Act of 1898. The object of
the measure is to place the Crown, so far
as Western Australia is concerned, oji ex-
actly the same footing as an ordinary in-
dividuial for the purpose of suing or being
sued in the courts.

Hon. A. Thomson: This is long overdue.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
Originally, before a person could take ac-
tion against the Crown-and then only cer-
tain actions could he taken-he had to pro-
ceed by Petition of Right. Even at the
present time it is necessary, or is thought
to he necessary, to proceed in that way in
certain circumstances. That gneans send-
ing papers to England and finally getting
a fiat of the King, who personally signs
the order "Let -right be done." The Crown
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Suits Act was introduced to give certain
powers to citizens, companies, corporatigas
and partnerships to sue the Crown, but
even under that Act there are anomalies.

There arc many Government instrumen-
talities today connected with trade and, if
I might say so, semi-trade. They are car-
rying out numerous functions never thought
of in former times, or even when the Crown
Suits Act of 1898 was introduced. Many
Acts, creating instrumentalities, have given
authority to citizens to sue those instru-
mentalities in the ordinary way, but that
cannot be done in many cases. The Bill
refers to damages and frequently to the
word "torts." A tort is only a 'damage
arising out of something which is not a
contract, such as en accident, and so on.

As members know, if the driver of a
vehicle, in the course of his duties, in-
jures a person, the master or owner of the
vehicle is liable. That applies to certain
State instrumentalities, but not to all. If
certain Government officers when driving
a motorcar in the course of their duties,
should, through negligence, damage a per-
son, they would be liable, bat not the de-
partment which sent them on the -particular
errand. The result is that the injured per-
son would probably get nothing. Quite pos-
sibly those drivers would not have the
means to pay. The department would not
be liable.

Bat if it were a private concern and the
vehicle were being driven by an employee
in the course of his business, the employer
would be responsible to pay, on the basis
that it is the 'duty of an employer to em-
ploy a properly qualified person. So it can
be seen how necessary it is for citizens to
have the same rights against the Crown as
they 'have against a private employer. The
Bill is desirned for that purpose. There
are proposed a few restrictions that do not
apply to ordinary actions. The time for
taking the action is restricted, and before
such a step can be taken, it is necessary
to give certain notices. That is only right,
in order that some mnatters may be looked
into.

Hon. E. M. Davies: Is the time restricted
to 12 months?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Clause
6says+-
No right of action abali lie against the

Crown, unless--

(a) within three months after the date when
the cause of action arose notice in writing has
been given to the Crown Solicitor by the party
proposing to take action, stating the date when
the cause of action arose and the prounds on
which it is proposed to take action.

So it is really three months. And then-
(b) action is brought not less than three

months after the giving of such notice and
within 12 months after the cause of action
arose.

That is to give the Government some oppor-
tunity of inquiring into the facts, without
waiting for a period of some years. The
provision is reasonable.

Hon. G. Fraser: You say it must be done
within three monthsa, and yet you say it
must all be done within 12 months.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
point might be raised in Committee.

That

Hon. G. Fraser:- I have raised it now.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then
there is provision that where the cause of
action arises and the person who has the
right of action cannot with all due dili-
gence find out, he must take action within
three months of finding out. That is in the
case of fraud. There are a few further
alterations. The nrit of extent and the
writ of capias ad satisfaciendumn are to be
wiped out. The writ of extent is an old
form, where a jury was sworn in to find out
what a man was worth, but it has never
been used in my experience. The nrit of
capias ad satisfaciendum is where there is
the light to arrest for the non-payment of
a debt.

There is also provision that where a judg-
ment is obtained against the Crown-ob-
viously a writ to seize goods cannot be put
in against the Crown-a warrant is obtained
from the court and is taken to the Treas-
ury, where it is as good as a cheque. Power
is also given to the judges to make rules.
The Bill is necessary to simplify the pro-
cedure of the courts and reduce expense to
those people who have suffered any damage,
whether by way of contract or tort, at the
hands of the Government or its Servants.
Where a matter of the Constitution arises
in the Course of an action between any
two parties in the court, the Attorney
General is given the right to intervene. That
provision apolies in many of the States,
and also under Commonwealth law. It is
only right that if the Constitution of West-
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ern Australia should come up for discus-
Sion in a court, the Attorney Oeneral
should have the right to' brief counsel to
place his views and arguments before the
tribunal. The Bill is framed largely on one
that is now before the Imperial Parliament,
though, of course, that Bill is larger and
mnore complicated. I move-

That the 'Bill be now reaed a second timec.

Oia motion by Hon, E. M. Heenan, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon, H.
q. W1. Pariker-letropolitan-Subirhani): I
Move-

ThIat the honuse at its ris.ing idjourn till
Tuesday. thle 30th Sepitemiber.

Question 'pit andA pissed.

House adjourned at 6.6 p.m.

~Cegi{nthi srzub Cu.

WvTdnle. la\- 24th September~, 1017.

Page
Question: 'i'J. in human beingH, x- to Commonwealth

and State payments. etc..... .. ....... SW
Leave of' Absence...........................884
Motions: Ktoolau Island iron-ore, an to proeessIng

within western Australia.... ...... 884
Gold, ast to stimulating production from low-

sat grade ore. ........................ 8go
Electricity Act, to disallow licensing and gen-

eral regulations, Rnssed as amlended. ... 90
l51llq: Commonwealth Powers Act 10-IS, A mend-

ment, it..................884
Commonwealth Powers Act, 1945, A mendment,

lRii- ... .. 884
Main onasAct.(FundsA pproprlntion),lit 884
WVater ]]oards Act, Amendment, In.......884
Town Planning and Devetopmuent Art Amend-

nient, 1t................884
Health Act, Amendment, It ................ 884
WVestesrn Australian Trotting Association Act

Amendment, S3..............884
]Economic Stability Act Amkendment (Contin-

uance), S3................884
Lotteries (Control) Act Amendment (Contin-

uance), Sn, passed............884
Supreme Court Act Amendment, SiK, passed ... 884
Unclaimed Honeys ActAmendment, 3R, passed ... 884
3111k Act Amendment, 2Pt 000
Street P'hotographers. 2it, Conk.......... .2
Wmar Rteief Funds Act Amendment. 2nR.....925

The SPEAKER took the Chaiir at 4.30)
pin, and readl~ prayers.

QUESTION.

T.B. IN HUM.IAN BEINGS.
As ta Gouaiaouweafl/z and State Payinents,

VEC.
Mr. STYANTS (oin iotice) asked the

Minister rep resenting the -Miii ister for
ileaith:

(1) What are tie weekly amounts pay-
able by tin, Coiwnowealth (Governmnset to
T.B. suffen-rs in this State, iii the following
classes :-Siiglu nial; man and[ wife; man,,
Wife anld onle ch111d ; 3111111, Wife alld two cld-

yen); tmn, wife and three (-ildreii; ian,
wvire and four clutdlrt-n

(2) 'Dot-, this State (lovernmcit make
anuy additional allowance!

(:1) If So. how mucl(h 2
(4) Is allilt-e miiev c vailable in the Corn-

molnwealth gialnt for the prevention and
eimiinatia o 4 TB. in, this, State being used?

(5) It so, ill whit-h dir-c-liolns is it being
expended ?

The HIONORARtY M[NIS'rEl{ replied:
(1) AlloW11uCOs ti1V s1Ubrct to thei palielat

reL-eiviig- I reatinet- under a pprioved condi-
tions, either ill an instituition or elsowhere,
and are v: I ia hi a i-ton lii to fly i in come.

'rle IlclIZUunm11 rles parlyie ill any inl-
stance :ii- )fail (sufft-re- and Wife,
2N. 6d. 1l ve; it- i-h i-h1ii nde 16d Y- ears,

5s. pet, week ambitionaI; wire (suffe-rer) , 10s.
[icr week.

The 4-1ililig rate-s of income, including the
titabueuhII.sk ;llnWaal-e, i u -MAasli and Wife,
.0 17s. Gdi.; Ja imlid i wife aliil onue child
£5) 7s. (id.; lat il ill wife aInd two children,
£5 17s. (W.': manl yud wire and three child"

£e 6 iAS. Gil.; linni and irie alwl fou eUtihi Id-
irei, £6 17s, Gl.

(2) Gr'ne-nllY- No,' but inl cases of need,
assistance may he' re-eivtd fromt the Child
Welfare Deplautient.

(3) Answered by No. (2).
(4) It is not possible at the presenlt time

to estimate the total Yt'ar's expenditure,
(5) .(a) All applieanits, who Comply with

Comm non wealIth directions: have
lweli pidl

(b) Grant for- new ease findling work1
is being fully expended. -

(e) Grant for new work in after-
calre of Wiatienits is being fully ex-
penlded.
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